
    

 

       

Dear Ark Brunel Community, 

MESSAGE FROM MR ROBERTS 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Mr Scott is away at the Ark Headteachers’ Conference today so it is left me to step into his 
boots for this week’s newsletter. I will try to fill them as best I can!  
 

It’s been a very busy, if somewhat strange, week in school. Children in Years 1 to 5 have been 
sitting their termly assessments in school, showing what they have learnt over the term and 
what remains for us to teach next. Well done to all the children for all their efforts over this 
week. Well done too for the efforts of our Year 6 children, who sat a mock SAT test last week; 
they’ve hugely impressed us with their efforts this year. It’s certainly been a different week 
for many younger children with some classes not in school for two days. We’re glad to see 
everybody back in school today and learning as usual. 
 

Nonetheless, our schedule of visits has continued unabated this week. Year 6 travelled to 
Kensington to take part in the Junior Citizen event this week and Wollstonecraft Class then 
travelled to Chelsea to visit the National Army Museum as part of their learning about World 
War 2. The impact of these visits is really evident in the classroom; children are immersed 
in their learning and are truly developing their skills as historians. 
 

Time is always a precious commodity in schools. Time is the space that we fill with learning. 
We have tight timetables which utilise all the time possible to maximise learning. Our 
children and staff work hard in school and can be satisfied at the end of each day that they’ve 
tried their best. Anything that takes away from the time we dedicate to learning is a 
distraction. Unfortunately, there have been some further distractions due to social media 
again in the last week or so, wasting children and teachers’ time. Please take a moment to 
read the box re: social media below and support us in making school a place focused on 
learning – not on non-school related issues. Thank you. 
 

It would be remiss of me in my role as the school digital lead, not to take the opportunity 
whilst writing this week’s newsletter, to bang the drum for school laptops just a little bit 
louder than usual. It’s great to see so many of our children using the laptops we provide for 
children in key stage 2 to their full effect. learning at home and learning in school. We are 
really pleased with how many of our children, especially older children are using their laptop 
so independently. They are developing skills and habits now that will stand them in good 
stead in their next schools and in their working life beyond.  
 

Today is Red Nose Day. We’ve taken the opportunity this year to focus on activities in school 
that raise children’s awareness as that is a key part of being a RRSA school. Some of the 
activities in school link to World Water Day on the 16th March, with children learning about 
how the clean water that we take for granted is far from a given in many places around the 
world. Our assembly this afternoon provided time for children to learn from their peers and 
reflect on the situations many children around the world find themselves in.  
 

I wish you all a lovely weekend. Let’s hope the wet weather we’ve had this week takes a break 
and allows spring to continue springing into action.  
 

Neil Roberts 
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In recent months we’ve spent a lot of time dealing with the fallout from disagreements, mixed 

messages, and deliberate unkindness on social media platforms such as WhatsApp, TikTok, 

Instagram, Snapchat, etc.  

We have been very clear with parents what our view on children using social media is; namely, 

that primary-age children are too young for this (the recommended age restrictions say so, as 

well) and it serves to distract us from our core business of helping our pupils achieve all that they 

can at primary school and go to secondary school as ready for their next chapter as they can 

possibly be. We have also been crystal clear with the children in this message. We would like to 

thank parents who have supported us in this by carefully monitoring what their child is doing 

online, especially if using a phone or other non-school, unmonitored device. There is little more 

that we can do as a school as, ultimately, what children spend their time doing at home is a matter 

for parents.  

However, again this week, we have wasted valuable learning time dealing with matters arising 

from use of non-school devices at home. So, again, we urge parents to follow the guidelines 

regarding use of devices and platforms by primary-age children.  

Find out more about social media use at the NSPCC site below.  

Social media | NSPCC 

 

Mr Roberts, Digital Lead 

 

Social 

Media 

Distractions 
 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/


    

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to remind parents about this really useful and easy to use Place2Be app called 
Parenting Smart.  
 
It is free for anyone to download on their phone for parenting advice in bite size chunks on 
everyday parenting issues: here are some examples of the kind of topics parent can search for 
and find on the app: 
  
’My child is struggling with peer pressure’ 
‘My child had meltdowns’ 
‘My child just says NO to everything’ 
‘My child still wets themselves’ 
‘Helping your child manage separations and goodbyes’ 
‘Family mealtimes are turning into a battleground’ 
‘Talking to my child about race and discrimination’ 
‘Co-parenting after a separation/divorce’ 
'My child keeps getting angry and lashing out’ 
'How to support' healthy gaming habits’ 
  
There are many more issues parents can search for to find a range of advice in the form of 
short videos showing different scenarios. 
  
For more information click here. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Raffle  
 

Please donate as many Easter eggs as you can.  
 
Raffle tickets will be on sale from Monday and will cost  
£1 for 5 tickets. 
 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course/


    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This weekôs Value Certificates go to: 

CARPENTER Adam, Joey 

DARWIN Abdurahman, Lara 

FARADAY Assiya, Aaliyah 

FRY Alaya, Sky 

JENNER Murad, Zyann 

JOHNSON Sumaya, Abdullah 

NEWTON Mariam, Ibrahim 

PANKHURST Zion, Imran 

SEACOLE Valentina, Jeriel 

SHACKLETON Fatima, Spencer 

TURING Rewan 

WILBERFORCE Mohammed, Isabella 

WOLLSTONECRAFT Ayoub, Bahia 

Top Mathletes (6th ï 12th Mar) 

DARWIN Angelos 

FARADAY Jannat 

FRY Rinad 

JENNER Chase 

JOHNSON Rewan 

NEWTON Samuel 

PANKHURST Mohamed 

SEACOLE Zaynab 

SHACKLETON Aniya 

WILBERFORCE Aliya 

WOLLSTONECRAFT Evan 

 

Congratulations to the winning Class:  

Total class points:  77,014 

 

Who will be the winning class next week?  



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buss 88.11% 

Carpenter 95.93% 

Darwin 92.41% 

Faraday 94.76% 

Fry 99.47% 

Jenner 96.32% 

Johnson 97.14% 

Newton 94.21% 

Pankhurst 95% 

Seacole 97.5% 

Shackleton 96.5% 

Wilberforce 98.15% 

Wollstonecraft 94.07% 

 
Monday 20th March 

¶ Y1 – Local area trip to St Thomas’ church 
 

Tuesday 21st March 

¶ Stay & Play (nursery & reception) 8:45-9:15am 

¶ Y2 - London Wetland Centre trip 

¶ Y6 Wilberforce - National Army Museum trip 
 
Wednesday 22nd March 

¶ Y2 Parent Workshop – KS1 SATs, 9am 
 

Thursday 23rd March 

¶ Shackleton class assembly, 9am 
 
 
 

lóÒ¼ėÒ ėÒÒ ÇÒóĄĮ ÛĄđ óĄÈ¼ó 
ÈĄúúĤüæĞĴ üĄĞæÈÒėӂ ¼üÍ 

Ğãæė ĮÒÒñӟė  
Ӟ­ã¼Ğ l¼đÒüĞė ZÒÒÍ ĞĄ 
PüĄĮ !ÇĄĤĞ ӅӁӟ ÛđĄú 
Z¼ĞæĄü¼ó büóæüÒ u¼ÛÒĞĴӁ 

The attendance shown below covers our 9th week 

of Spring term (6th – 10th Mar).  Whole school 

attendance for that week as 95.09% 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Click here to register your interest 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NaxUr8CwWEuqF6MV2_7sDCN49ikj7shFhFP--0gcyvtUODJFSTBIRFlRRkQ1N0FFWTExS1RIVUtMUC4u
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Calligraphy 2023  
Monthly FREE Calligraphy sessions.  Grow your fine 
motor skills and visual/spatial judgement in a calm 
setting with others. 
 
For all children 7+ with an accompanying adult who 
live on a low income in North Kensington.  Otherwise,  
please donate.  
 

When?       Where? 
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mailto:info@corner9.org.uk
http://corner9.org.uk/about-corner9-arts-projects/


    

 

 

 

 

 

× Lancaster Youth Hub  
https://ourcity.org.uk/organisations/lancaster-youth-hub-3 

 
× Fit For Life Youth Sessions  
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/friday-session-  
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/tuesday-session-open-access-2 

 
× London Sports Trust Session  
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/friday-session  

 
× Mo1 Youth Sessions  
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/saturday-session-girls-only |  
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/saturday-session-older-boys 

 
× London Sports Trust Website  
https://www.londonsportstrust.org/ 

 
× Fit For Life Youth Website  
https://www.fitforlifeyouth.co.uk 

 
× Harrow Club  
https://harrowclub.org/youth-clubs/chelsea-youth-club/#chelseatimetable 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please use the links to Ĝnd out about various activities for 

young people in Kensington and Chelsea which may be of 

use to you. 

 

https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2forganisations%2flancaster%2dyouth%2dhub%2d3&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-3b7fefe117648ac03ede4080ad75a8fe7f822b45
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2ffriday%2dsession%2d2&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-001213a6fad95037eb5c5d8e522a96a5002ad07c
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2ftuesday%2dsession%2dopen%2daccess%2d2&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-73a8b1982ee1e7e4b57bd970385ac63e5c370ba6
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/friday-session
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2fsaturday%2dsession%2dgirls%2donly&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-4decea126f0f1ecd9aefe0a32f93f492e6904e82
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/saturday-session-older-boys
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.londonsportstrust.org&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-f74100e00e899fa658649c3254e629cc5cf9a4a0
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fitforlifeyouth.co.uk%2fall%2dyouth%2dprogrammes&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-0fe0651f00b334120ffc1761c24d76461f6806ac
https://harrowclub.org/youth-clubs/chelsea-youth-club/#chelseatimetable

