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Dear Ark Brunel Community,

MESSAGE FROM MR ROBERTS
Dear Parents/Carers,

Mr Scott is away at the Ark Headteachers’ Conference today so it is left me to step into his
boots for this week’s newsletter. I will try to fill them as best I can!

It’s been a very busy, if somewhat strange, week in school. Children in Years 1 to 5 have been
sitting their termly assessments in school, showing what they have learnt over the term and
what remains for us to teach next. Well done to all the children for all their efforts over this
week. Well done too for the efforts of our Year 6 children, who sat a mock SAT test last week;
they’ve hugely impressed us with their efforts this year. It’s certainly been a different week
for many younger children with some classes not in school for two days. We're glad to see
everybody back in school today and learning as usual.

Nonetheless, our schedule of visits has continued unabated this week. Year 6 travelled to
Kensington to take part in the Junior Citizen event this week and Wollstonecraft Class then
travelled to Chelsea to visit the National Army Museum as part of their learning about World
War 2. The impact of these visits is really evident in the classroom; children are immersed
in their learning and are truly developing their skills as historians.

Time is always a precious commodity in schools. Time is the space that we fill with learning.
We have tight timetables which utilise all the time possible to maximise learning. Our
children and staff work hard in school and can be satisfied at the end of each day that they’ve
tried their best. Anything that takes away from the time we dedicate to learning is a
distraction. Unfortunately, there have been some further distractions due to social media
again in the last week or so, wasting children and teachers’ time. Please take a moment to
read the box re: social media below and support us in making school a place focused on
learning — not on non-school related issues. Thank you.

It would be remiss of me in my role as the school digital lead, not to take the opportunity
whilst writing this week’s newsletter, to bang the drum for school laptops just a little bit
louder than usual. It’s great to see so many of our children using the laptops we provide for
children in key stage 2 to their full effect. learning at home and learning in school. We are
really pleased with how many of our children, especially older children are using their laptop
so independently. They are developing skills and habits now that will stand them in good
stead in their next schools and in their working life beyond.

Today is Red Nose Day. We’ve taken the opportunity this year to focus on activities in school
that raise children’s awareness as that is a key part of being a RRSA school. Some of the
activities in school link to World Water Day on the 16t March, with children learning about
how the clean water that we take for granted is far from a given in many places around the
world. Our assembly this afternoon provided time for children to learn from their peers and
reflect on the situations many children around the world find themselves in.

I wish you all a lovely weekend. Let’s hope the wet weather we've had this week takes a break
and allows spring to continue springing into action.

Neil Roberts
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In recent months we’ve spent a lot of time dealing with the fallout from disagreements, mixed
messages, and deliberate unkindness on social media platforms such as WhatsApp, TikTok,
Instagram, Snapchat, etc.

We have been very clear with parents what our view on children using social media is; namely,
that primary-age children are too young for this (the recommended age restrictions say so, as
well) and it serves to distract us from our core business of helping our pupils achieve all that they
can at primary school and go to secondary school as ready for their next chapter as they can
possibly be. We have also been crystal clear with the children in this message. We would like to
thank parents who have supported us in this by carefully monitoring what their child is doing
online, especially if using a phone or other non-school, unmonitored device. There is little more
that we can do as a school as, ultimately, what children spend their time doing at home is a matter
for parents.

However, again this week, we have wasted valuable learning time dealing with matters arising
from use of non-school devices at home. So, again, we urge parents to follow the guidelines
regarding use of devices and platforms by primary-age children.

Find out more about social media use at the NSPCC site below.

Social media | NSPCC

Mr Roberts, Digital Lead


https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/
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We would like to remind parents about this really useful and easy to use Place2Be app called
Parenting Smart.

It is free for anyone to download on their phone for parenting advice in bite size chunks on
everyday parenting issues: here are some examples of the kind of topics parent can search for
and find on the app:

"My child is struggling with peer pressure’

‘My child had meltdowns’

‘My child just says NO to everything’

‘My child still wets themselves’

‘Helping your child manage separations and goodbyes’
‘Family mealtimes are turning into a battleground’
‘Talking to my child about race and discrimination’
‘Co-parenting after a separation/divorce’

'My child keeps getting angry and lashing out’

'How to support' healthy gaming habits’

There are many more issues parents can search for to find a range of advice in the form of
short videos showing different scenarios.

For more information click here.

Easter Egg Raffle

Please donate as many Easter eggs as you can.

Raffle tickets will be on sale from Monday and will cost
£1 for 5 tickets.


https://www.place2be.org.uk/our-services/parents-and-carers/support-for-families-in-place2be-schools/parenting-smart-online-course/
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Adam, Joey Angelos
Abdurahman, Lara
Jannat
Assiya, Aaliyah
Y v Rinad
Alaya, Sky
Chase
Murad, Zyann
Sumaya, Abdullah Reyan
Mariam, Ibrahim Samuel
Zion, Imran Mohamed
Valentina, Jeriel Zaynab
Fatima, Spencer Aniya
R
ewan Aliya
Mohammed, Isabella
- Evan
Ayoub, Bahia
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The attendance shown below covers our 9t week Attendance

of Spring term (6t — 10t Mar). Whole school

attendance for that week as 9 50. % Matters
Buss 88.11% M
Carpenter 95.93% > Days off ea
Darwin 92.41%
Faraday 94.76%
Fry 99.47%
Jenner 06.32% 90%
Johnson 97.14% onth 0 :
Newton 94.21%
Pankhurst 95% T ,. .
Seacole 97.5% :
Shackleton 96.5% '
Wilberforce 08.15% D - 80%
Wollstonecraft 94.07% " " ore ¢
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1 Y2 - London Wetland Centre trip
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FREE ACTIVITIES AND HEALTHY FOOD
FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

SPRING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2023
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Whether you like sports, arts & crafts, or cooking, there's
something for all children and young people to enjoy!
There are also activities for those with special educational
needs and/or disabilities, so everyone can join the fun.

Don't delay - register for fun and healthy activities today!
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Department
for Education

This Spring it's more important than
ever that young people in Westminster
and Kensington & Chelsea, have
somewhere to go for fun activities and
a free healthy meal.

5= 85

T e, D

VISIT THEQUR CITY  ©
WEBSITE FOR MORE
INFORMATION AND

T0 REGISTER:

ourcity.org.uk
/haf-programme



Flourish: Breathe

Join us for a free trip full of creative activities to
The Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden in Surrey

When Visit The Hannah Peschar Sculpture

Wednesday 12 April Garden with artist Anna Reading

9am - épm, Free and discover over 200 artworks
through creative activities.

Register your interest by 2 April

Come with us fo explore the garden, discover the sculpture
installations and collect found objects fo use in the afterncon

Flourish: Breathe provides free trips out of Loadon for workshops.

fomilies in North Kensington who would like to escape

the city ond engoge in creative activities in new spoces. The Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden is o confemporary
sculpture garden in Surrey with work from national and

More info: acava.org International artists, each piece installed in balance with its

Register your inferest: Sooking form / GR code below natural surroundings.

Click here to register your interest


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=NaxUr8CwWEuqF6MV2_7sDCN49ikj7shFhFP--0gcyvtUODJFSTBIRFlRRkQ1N0FFWTExS1RIVUtMUC4u

Top Tips for. Adopting

SAFE & HEALTHY _
CNLINE HABITS

Everyone has so much going on in their lives, and that includes children: from exams and dead|ines to anxiety and mental health
struggles. It's quite easy to send memes, make jokes and vent online about the things that irritate us, but when was the [ast

time you — or your child — took a moment to shars something kind or positive instead? In fact, when did you |ast stop
and think about your family’s online activities?,To help keep them sale and teach them healthy online habits, we
need to develop our children’s digital resilience. There are lots of ways that children can become more

d

sod, worried, scared or upset at times:
it's how we rezpond and adapt to
those situations which is i

Digital resilience is about making
choices that keep us safe and happy
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MAKE POSITIVE
LIFESTYLE

igiwllyr.ﬂllom,uvdmv.pulhd tog.thusomo popular strateg

@ Make time for the people and things
that make you happy.

rouvu:nonumoandwck
to your limits.

On social media, follow people that
make you fee| about ywmll
— and unfollow ones who dont.

czurootoﬂnnum bmtl

screen — Hoclly,out‘oon for
some revitalising fresh air.

Exercise is o brilliant stress-buster:
even a walk around the block, a
bike ride or a strel| to your local
shop can really work wonders.
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devices plenty of time
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cgood t's sleep, which s
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@ !f you have a problem online,
don't be afraid reach out to
mhlhl oumnbouom

& Follow psople on socials who have
the same values and morals as you.

& You could always talk to a friend,
or a trusted adult ke o teacher or
family member for some advice.

PUT SAFETY HRST

@ |f you see something online that
upsets or worries you, tell o trusted
adult about it as soon as possible.

@ Youcould elnnponthocomm
that's making you fee
ohomoduqu
mmhmwmqm
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deleting the app you were using. J
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© Askyoursell what kindness online
actually looks like. Can you
reme the |ast time someone
w-undou? ve towards you

online? What did they de?

Think about how it makes you feel
when someone sends you a positive
or funny message online.
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What about the opposite: has
someone ever been dellberatel
unkind te you online? What dld!fny
do and how did it make you fee|?

If oomoom’a beohaviour online is
you stress, try to remind

d all the ste, can take
El person’s being m’l;mnﬂm
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mailto:info@corner9.org.uk
http://corner9.org.uk/about-corner9-arts-projects/

Pl ease use the | vakes

&@* young people in Kens

use t o y OuU.

THE ROYAL BOROUGH OFf

KENSINGTON
AND CHELSEA
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Lancaster Youth Hub
https://ourcity.org. wko/uhrbBani sati ons/ | ancaste
Fit For Life Youth Sessions
https://ourcity.org.-sskgpironects/ details/ frida
https://ourcity.org. ukd pgaggemmct®@s6det ail s/ tuesd
London ports Trust Session
https://ourcity.org.-sa&kgpironects/ details/ frida
Mol Youth Sessions
https://ourcity.org. ukkepsmwipraelcd g/ det ail s/ satur
https:// ourcaijidct so/rdye tuskikblpssh bodteay 9l ay

London Sports Trust Website
https://www. |l ondonsportstrust.orgl/

Fi For Life Youth Website

https://www. fitforlifeyouth.co. uk

Harrow Cl ub

https://harrowdlubls./ eropAtdmdiéhtt e bat i

met abl e


https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2forganisations%2flancaster%2dyouth%2dhub%2d3&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-3b7fefe117648ac03ede4080ad75a8fe7f822b45
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2ffriday%2dsession%2d2&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-001213a6fad95037eb5c5d8e522a96a5002ad07c
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2ftuesday%2dsession%2dopen%2daccess%2d2&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-73a8b1982ee1e7e4b57bd970385ac63e5c370ba6
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/friday-session
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fourcity.org.uk%2fprojects%2fdetails%2fsaturday%2dsession%2dgirls%2donly&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-4decea126f0f1ecd9aefe0a32f93f492e6904e82
https://ourcity.org.uk/projects/details/saturday-session-older-boys
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.londonsportstrust.org&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-f74100e00e899fa658649c3254e629cc5cf9a4a0
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fitforlifeyouth.co.uk%2fall%2dyouth%2dprogrammes&umid=4229702e-af92-45cd-941b-b450e922b2d9&auth=f23bd3b3794c7a5914053bd0a99b1b4837b89b14-0fe0651f00b334120ffc1761c24d76461f6806ac
https://harrowclub.org/youth-clubs/chelsea-youth-club/#chelseatimetable

